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When this was first published in the seventies it caused a sensation. Immediately recognized as the

most ambitious poker book ever written, it nonetheless was received with irritation by some

professionals because it was believed that Doyle "Texas Dolly" Brunson and his collaborators gave

away too much, thereby allowing the amateurs to catch up, thereby cutting into the professional

player's take.There is more than a little truth to this accusation. Poker is an ever-evolving superset

of games with the individual games changing over time as the players learn how one game and

then another should be played. Write a revealing book and the old games disappear more quickly

and the "rocks" have to learn the new game in order to continue to make a living. Today's most

important games are hold'em and seven card stud. Both are covered in this book, hold'em quite

extensively.What sets Brunson's Super/System apart from other poker books is first the prestige

and celebrity of the writers, especially Doyle himself, but also Bobby Baldwin (also a World

Champion); David "Chip" Reese, Doyle's expert on seven-card stud; Joey Hawthorne on Low-Ball;

David Sklanski on Hi-Low; and Mike Caro (MJC) on draw poker. I used to play with Sklanski and

MJC back in the sixties in Gardena when the only legal game in the California clubs was draw

poker, both lowball and jacks or better. Sklanski has gone on to be one of the game's great

theoreticians and the author of several excellent books on poker. Caro, known as "the Mad Genius

of Poker," has formed his own "Poker University" and is partly responsible for this book's

republication, and has become quite a poker entrepreneur.
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